STREET SMARTS

HAS REACHED
20,000 STUDENTS IN 5 YEARS

There are two dozen organized
gangs in Rhode TIsland with over
1,400 members and 1,500
associates their average age is 15.

Call us. Street Smarts can help.
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SINCE 1994, 183 PEOPLE UNDER THE AGE OF 30 HAVE BEEN
KILLED BY STABBING, SHOOTING OR CLUBBING IN PROVIDENCE .
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Street Smarts

The U.S. Attorney General has
made fighting gun and gang
violence a top national priority.

In Rhode Island, the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office has created a program

called Street Smarts.

Street Smarts is a preventive effort
geared toward middle and high
school students. It begins with an
interactive PowerPoint presentation
by Assistant United States Attorney
Richard Rose. Mr. Rose presents a
history of street gangs in Rhode
Island, tells of real-life prosecutions
and tough federal sentences and
attempts to debunk myths about
gang life. He also contrasts the fate
of gangsters with positive stories
about community role models. The
presentation brings a local perspec-
tive that is insightful, humorous
and blunt.

“We have lost our capacity to be
shocked. We too easily accept the
murders of our children. We only

speak out when the number of deaths
really shocks our conscience, and
even then for only so long. Enough is
enough. We must lead our youth
back from the abyss. We have to give
them an opportunity to live and grow
so that choosing violence won't be so
easy or so attractive. Street Smarts is

a first step.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney Richard Rose speaks to students in
the anditorinm at Hugh B. Bain Middle School in Cranston

To date, the U.S. Attorney’s Anti-
Gang presentation, Street Smarts has
been presented to more than 20,000

students, parents, administrators,

community leaders and youth groups.

To schedule a Street Smarts
presentation at your school
or organization contact

Lindsay J. Beltzer
United States Attorney’s Office
Lindsay.Beltzer@usdoj.gov

401.709.5064




